Parks and Nature Reserves

Rural Ogden

The Municipality of Ogden is a profoundly rural territory. Some of our 19th and
turn-of-the-century villages such as Tomifobia, Graniteville and Lineboro may
have once had urban pretensions, with their stores, post offices, hotels, train sta-
tions, mills, schools and churches, but the 20th century and the automobile laid
to rest any such ambitions, instead facilitating a gradual devolution into what are
the residential hamlets that exist today. The automobile also dramatically and
permanently changed the nature of our shoreline, as‘Montrealers and other
urbanites found their way to Ogden and built, almost elbow te-elbow, a continu-
ous embankment of cottages. Yes, Ogden is entirely rural (and unique in that
regard within the MRC Memphremagog), but it is certainly not wilderness. No
teenager or adult person has gotten lost (just temporarily disoriented perhaps)
in our woods since the first half of the 1800s. Our network of roads and the lake
itself, set a limit on that possibility.

However, there are significant spaces within our territory that have been
thoughtfully set aside for the benefit of the public, and that have allowed nature
to remain as such, or to recuperate somewhat from our human intrusions. Some
of these spaces retain an aspect of the wild, and all have a striking natural beau-
ty. Five of these spaces are described in more detail in the separately authored
articles that make up this chapter.

Public benefit

The public benefit of some of these spacesis immediate and with few restric-
tions as to access and use. Weir Memorial Park on the shores of Lake
Memphremagog at Cedarville, is a three-season public park of 7 acres conceived
in the 1950s to facilitate swimming, boating, camping, and community gather-
ings, particularly for local residents who otherwise had no lake access. The Park
is built on/former farmland and features a restored shoreline and beach that
used to be the public highway! The 19 km long Tomifobia Nature Trail links
Beebe with Ayers Cliff and runs for about 9 km through Ogden. It was developed
in the early 1990s through the repurposing of the former CPR rail bed, and pass-
es along the Tomifobia River valley through scenic riparian, wetland and pasture
habitats, rich in flora and fauna. The longer term public benefit is the protection
of these adjacent habitats. The trail is open to the public on a four-season basis,
restricted to pedestrian and non-motorized vehicles.

Some spaces have more limited access and certainly profound restrictions on
how they can be used. The Marlington Bog, a wetland area surrounded by forest,
is owned by the Nature Conservancy of Canada. This truly unique and fragile hab-
itat has always been wild and since the 1990s has been protected. The public
benefit is immediate in terms of education, and the simple pedestrian enjoyment
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of observing and photographing nature in an entirely non-intrusive manner. Visits
to the bog must be led by a guide, and access is limited to the forest trail and
boardwalk within the wetland itself. Guided visits are available from late spring
through early fall. The Michael Dunn Biodiversity Reserve is a large block of land
extending to the shore of Lake Memphremagog, and nestled against the Vermont
border. It consists of secondary forest developed on former farmland, along with
some wetland, plus lake shoreline of just over 1 km in length that is essentially
wild, and which never saw any significant development. There is no prohibition
on public access, but the trails are few, not maintained in any fashion, and there
are no amenities on the property. No camping or fires are permitted, and day use
(only) should be limited to those activities that do no harm to the habitat and
leave no trace. The immediate public benefit is the enjoyment of nature and the
spectacular shoreline scenery. The longer term benefit is the conservation of this
Lake Memphremagog watershed habitat as it progressively returns to nature, and
the protection of what is a relatively rare phenomenon, wild shoreline along the
Lake. Unfortunately overuse-and abuse by some members of the pubhg are cur-
rently puttmg this space |n some jeopardy.

ompkins Creek |
' Natural Reserve ...

The final space has no public access, but the long term public benefit is immea-
surable. The Tompkins Creek Private Natural Reserve protects about 51 hectares
of wetland and adjacent forest surrounding Tompkins Creek. This wetland is one
of only three large wetland areas on the Canadian side that drain into Lake
Memphremagog. Not only are these critical wetlands important habitats, but
they serve as vital biological filters that protect the lake itself from nutrient load-
ing and premature eutrophication (i.e. the decline and effective death of a fresh-
water lake).

As Ogden residents we are very fortunate to have these five parks and/or nature
reserves. Now let us explore them a little more closely!



. Weir Memorial Park contribution by Bill May

Located just south of Ogden’s city hall in the Cedarville area, Weir Memorial
Park (WMP) is one of the very rare public spaces on the shores of Lake
Memphremagog. It provides access to the lake for local residents, the vast
majority of whom don’t own property on its shoreline. The seven acre lakeside
site was a bequest of Squadron Leader Ronald Weir (1901-1944), who died at
Bazenville, Normandy at one of the first airbases established by the Allies in
occupied France after the D-Day landings.
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Oblique aerial view of Weir Memorial Park towards the nrthwest, taken in 2015. Outlin
of park in dashed yellow. Inset, the memorial monument, dedicated on May 24th, 1999

Ronald Weir

Starting with Alexander Magoon in 1800, a succession of farming families owned
the shoreline property that now makes up WMP. In 1931, the old Joseph Bullis
farm was purchased by then 30 year old Ronald Weir, a Montrealer.

Weir’s family had been vacationing in Cedarville every summer since 1895, and
the area had captivated him. He studied engineering at McGill and had been
employed for many years in surveying hydroelectric transmission lines in north-
ern Quebec. By 1932 he was working for Imperial Oil as a lubricants specialist.
He was a very practical man and had a passion for radios, telephone and electri-
cal systems, and anything hydraulic or mechanical, especially internal combus-
tion engines. He liked to go fast in a car or in a boat, and when the opportunity
finally arose in 1939, in a plane. With a friend he jointly acquired a small plane
and would fly it out to the Lake and land on the mowed fields of what is now
WMP. He would hire local lads to sleep under the plane’s wing at night to dis-
courage vandals or souvenir hunters!

Ronald had ambitious plans for his Ogden farm with its extensive waterfront, but
never had sufficient money or time to fully pursue his dreams. Cottage develop-
ment around Echo Bay was initiated by Ron, and he installed the telephone and
water supply systems that connected the various cabins.
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When war broke out Ron joined the RCAF and eventually [
rose to the rank of Squadron Leader as a pilot/engineer.
He was initially stationed out of Winnipeg, then Ottawa
and although he was too old for active combat, Ron pes-
tered his superiors to allow him to go overseas. This wish |
was granted in early 1944. He joined 127 Wing in south-
ern England prior to the D-Day landings and by June 10th
was based at an advanced landing ground (ALG B-2) in
central Normandy providing air support for the beach-
head. He was killed on August 6th 1944 test flying a Spit-
fire fighter while still at this base

History and mandate of WMP

Squadron Leader
Ronald S. Weir (1901 — 1944)

The Park was established by Weir descendents in the memory of the Honourable
Robert Stanley Weir, his wife Margaret Douglas Weir, and their two sons, Captain
Douglas Weir and Squadron Leader Ronald Weir. The Weir boys perished while in
service of their country, one in each of the two great World Wars. The donors of
the property loved this area and desired that others should enjoy some of the
pleasures that they and their departed loved ones held so close to their hearts.

The executors of Ron Weir’s estate started planning the Park in the early 1950s.
This required negotiations with the province to reroute the old highway that
then hugged the shoreline. The park officially opened to the public on August
22", 1959, to a great deal of local fanfare and enthusiasm.

The property is owned by Weir Memorial Park Inc., a registered private corpora-
tion and charitable organization established on May 26™, 1956. There are nine
shareholders of the corporation, eight of whom are either community organiza-
tions or local municipal corporations, with the ninth being the Weir family itself.
A volunteer board of directors, elected annually, runs the park.

The perennial challenge for WMP was, and remains, the raising of sufficient
funds to maintain and improve the park and its programs. A variety of projects
have been undertaken over the years in order to attempt to generate revenue,
ranging from snack bars to mini-putt, but only camping revenues (starting in
1964) have proven sustainable, if controversial. The small profit from camping
allowed the park to hire a lifeguard for the first time in 1987, a provincial
requirement in order for swimming to be allowed. In 1989 a new community hall
with washrooms was built, and in 1999, under the leadership of Barbara Thomp-
son and her team, a major facelift of the Park took place which included tree
planting, the erection of gates and the Weir memorial monument. Since the
2000s, the focus of WMP’s efforts has largely been on the environment. The
shoreline was buttressed and then revegetated, and a new septic system was
installed.

Ronald Weir’s legacy and contribution to the community, continues to be
enjoyed by hundreds, summer after summer.



. Marlington Bog In 1972, Mr. Joel Andress purchased
contribution by SCENE the land for protection purposes and

donated it to the Nature Conservancy
of Canada in 1992. That same year, cit-
izensformed the Bliandress Corpora-
tion, which undertook under lease to
preserve the peat bog and use it to
educate the public. We can thank
Albert Hliott for opposing the com-
mercial development of the site, and

A history of conservation maintaining this unique natural legacy. Ogden pioneers of environmental stewardship
At left, Joel M. Andress (1931-2013), at right
Albert J Hliott (1917-2001).

The Marlington Bog is a remarkable physiographic, hydrographic and biological
wetland landscape in the heart of Ogden. It is estimated that the formation of
the bog and itsindividual components began over 10,000 years ago, shortly fol-
lowing the retreat of the glaciers. In a depression on the landscape with limited
drainage, aunique suite of stagnant water-loving flora developed. The decom-
position of organic matter over the centuriesled to a thick carpet of peat about
6 meters (20 feet) thick, increasing by a few millimeters each year.

The Marlington Bog almost disappeared completely. The original owner of the
site had at one point planned to operate the bog commercially by harvesting the
peat moss. He hoped that his neighbor, Mr. Albert Hliott, would allow him to use
the creek running through Hliott’s property in order to drain the site. The autho-
rization was not granted and the project was abandoned.

1993: the building of the first boardwalk to the
bog. Fom | to r, Harry Isbrucker, John Henderson,
Hugh Lebaron, & Jean-Luc Masson

Atruly unique eco-system
- The property includes a large sphagnum peat
:J:;'_' bog, apond (“Mud Pond”) fed by small
A streams, a swamp and a maple grove. The
& vegetation variesfrom one environment to

| the other. There are two types of bogs; they
are either ombrotrophic or minerotrophic. In
the case of ombrotrophic bogs, the main
water supply comes from rain and snow,
whereas in minerotrophic bogs or fens, water
from springs or streams predominant.

From the dragonfly bridge one can observe a
vegetation similar to that of a minerotrophic
fen due to the presence of Blue Hag irises, bul-
rushes, water lilies, cattails and sedges. A bit
further lies the ombrotrophic bog, composed
of athick mat of brown sphagnum moss
where one can find Labrador tea, broad-
sheathed cottongrass, and lichens. Fnally,
some plants, such as smilacins, kalmias, and
the carnivorous sundews and pitcher plants,
are found in both bog and fen.

In duly 2017, a new group of citizen

- volunteers founded the Society for
Qonservation and Education of

Nature (SCENE) to manage the bog. = ~
Please see their website. www.|ascene.org

Drone photograph of Mud Pond, part of the Marlington Bog. View towards northeast. Photo credit Tom Montgomery
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