The Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression

Introduction

The best of times, the worst of times. This appropriately describes Ogden in the
period between the two World Wars. The men came back from the Great War,
or at least most of them did, to a nation grateful in spirit but less than generous
in terms of practical support, and almost negligent to those wounded in body or
mind. The young men returned to their family farms or awaited for mill jobs or
granite work as those industries slowly adjusted to a post-war economy. A few
Ogden men, having been overseas and having tasted city sophistication, forsook
the rural life for good. Agriculture remained the mainstay of Ogden life, but the
smaller farms could not compete, and the larger ones were facing market chal-
lenges, particularly from western producers and rising costs due to mechaniza-
tion as the sector gradually moved away from horse-powered farms. Still, it was
a living and most farmers made do, often by taking on other seasonal or part-
time employment. The granite industry did quite well in the 1920s, both on the
monument and construction side and Ogden benefited greatly from this.
Although Stanstead Township voted for Prohibition, the rest of the Province did
not, and so new opportunities arose for the enterprising souls of this border-
hugging region!

And then came the Great Depression. In an era where there were no social safe-
ty nets, the hardest hit were at the mercy of neighbours, churches, and a hand-
ful of secular charitable organizations. Farmers were resourceful as always, but
the farms were not as self-sufficient as they had been in pioneer days. It is easy
now to underestimate the impact the Great Depression had, but as stated by the
late Alan Bullock, “ If it wasn’t for the quarries during the depression there would
have been people who would have starved to death here, I’'m sure”.

In the midst of all this - taxes, roads and politics. There was talk of separation.
Then there was separation, as Ogden after much wrangling, became its own
municipality.

Allin all, it made for some interesting times, and some wonderful local history.

The Municipality of Ogden was founded in 1932

When an Ogden resident provides an address for a delivery or service call, it is
not uncommon to hear the reply, “Ogden? Where is that?” Indeed, outside the
Memphremagog MRC, few people know about Ogden which, however, has exist-
ed since 1932. Here is the story behind the municipality’s birth.

Angry citizens in Stanstead Township

A wind of anger blew through the Township of Stanstead in 1930 because a large
section of the township was not represented on the municipal council and
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many people felt excluded from decisions. Residents sent a petition of 190
names to the Quebec Minister of Municipal Affairs, Mr. Oscar Morin, demanding
the creation of a new municipality. They argued that the township covered too
much territory and was not able to effectively defend the interests of all its citi-
zens.

The new territory

The Township of Stanstead had already suffered several fractures with the sepa-
ration of Stanstead Plain (1857), Beebe Plain (1873) and Rock Island (1892).
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Difficult negotiations

On June 14, 1930, the members of the Stanstead Township Council passed a reso-
lution protesting the proposed division of the municipality. Many of them felt
that they had managed the municipality well up to that point and that the cre-
ation of Ogden would be unfair, as the cost of road maintenance in this area was
lower than elsewhere in the township.

Three petitions against the division of the Township of Stanstead were sent in
succession to the Lieutenant-Governor by residents.

The Minister of Municipal Affairs was of the opinion that the Township of
Stanstead was indeed too large and that it would eventually have to be divided to
ensure better management. He organized several meetings between the parties
in order to reach an agreement. These meetings were held in Tomifobia but came
to nothing. Faced with a lack of cooperation and intransigence from the parties,



in order to find a solution, the Minister convened a delegation of 20 people
from both camps in Quebec City, but it was another failure.

On January 12, 1932, the Lieutenant-Governor settled the matter and granted the
applicants the creation of the new municipality. The new Municipality of Ogden
was created in the south-central part of Stanstead Township. Like most divorces,
the issue of property division was difficult to resolve. Since the value of homes
was lower in Ogden ($356,175) than in the rest of Stanstead Township ($895,835),
Ogden came into existence with assets of $7,109.45, almost a third of the value of
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Why the name Ogden?

Isaac Ogden (1739-1824) is as little known as the municipality that bears his name.
Why was he chosen? It was to honour the memory of this Loyalist lawyer who lost
all his property following the victory of the American patriots against the British
crown. He arrived in Canada in 1788 as a judge of the Court of Admiralty and was
granted, along with his 24 fellow petitioners, 25,000 acres of land on the east
shore of Lake Memphremagog (see separate article on Fitch and Ogden). This land rep-
resented the southern half of the Township of Stanstead and corresponds approxi-
mately to the current location of the Municipality of Ogden.

For the record

Politics is full of ironies. Warren Benjamin Bullock, the
first mayor of the Municipality of Ogden, and most of
the councillors Burbank, Bacon, Rediker, Burgess,
Miller and Lussier, were among those who opposed
the creation of the new municipality in the first place.

Warren B. Bullock (1856-1948), was a farmer,
cheese factory owner, postmaster, and life-
long resident of Marlington.

He also served as Ogden’s first mayor.
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The Fairview Hotel in Tomifobia served as the venue for Ogden Council meetings for
many years.



Routesto O'Leary’s dance hall by road and water
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